ITALIAN DISABILITY FORUM

CONSTITUTION

Article 1

Name and  office

The Federation  called the “ITALIAN DISABILITY FORUM”, for the sake of brevity FID, is hereby established for an unlimited period of time.
FID shall have its office at the Association to which the President in office belongs, at present in Rome. 

Article 2

Composition of the Italian Disability Forum

The Italian Disability Forum is composed of the FAND and FISH federations and of the main  organisations and associations of persons with disabilities and/or their families, who are part of the above federations and work on a constant/consolidated basis, in any capacity and without any financial gain, to defend the rights of persons with disabilities.

FID is an organization which is open to membership by organizations representing any kind of disability in possession of the requisites laid down in this constitution.

Elected members of F.I.D. organs, mentioned below, are obliged to represent all member organisations as regards their needs and ideals.

Article 3

Requisites for membership

National member organizations, federations and associations must be operative in at least 5 regions and at least 20 provinces nationwide, and must have been active for at least 8 years. The current composition of the Federation remains unchanged. 
The Members’ Assembly with a 2/3 majority may decide that also national organizations, federations and associations can become members who are not in possession of the requisites referred to in the preceding paragraph but share its purpose. 
Observer members having similar purpose can be admitted to participate in the Federation’s organs without the right to vote.
Members with full rights are FAND and FISH as well as organizations, federations and associations which have their offices in at least 90 (ninety) provinces in the country and have democratically elected bodies. 

Associations are represented in FID by their legal representative or delegate.

Article 4

Purpose

FID, which is a non-profit making organisation, shall only pursue aims regarding social solidarity and shall actively defend human rights decreed by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the Italy by means of Law N° 18 of 2009. It acts to  remove any obstacles that prevent full social inclusion and full development of persons with disabilities.
FID shall put forward proposals as regards European and international policy and legislation on disability, plan the lines of conduct of the Italian disability movement with all European Union and international institutions, join and take part in the work of the European Disability Forum through its representative and, in case of absence, his/her substitute.

FID shall promote, also through the FAND and FISH federations, the knowledge and implementation in Italy of European and international policies on disability. Likewise FID shall transfer good practice and policies on disability in Italy to European and international level.
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Article 5

Financial resources

FID shall use its own assets and income to pursue its statutory aims and carry out its social activities.

Assets shall consist of:

a) movables and immovables;

b) any donations, endowments legacies and contributions, accepted by the Board.
Income shall consist of:

a) annual membership fees;

contributions and proceeds from initiatives promoted and run by the Federation, as well as all other income.
Article 6

Organs

The statutory organs of FID are the:

a) Members’ Assembly;

b) Board;

c) President and Vice-President;

d) Guarantors’ Committee.

e) The Representative at the "European Disability Forum" and his/her substitute.
Article 7

The Members’ Assembly
The Members’ Assembly is the highest decision-making organ and is composed of the legal representatives of the member organizations or their delegate. The Members’ Assembly can be ordinary or extraordinary.

The ordinary Members’ Assembly shall elect:

a) the FID President and Vice-president;

b) the Board;

c) the Guarantors’ Committee;

The ordinary Members’ Assembly shall also decide on:

a) FID action policies and annual plan of activities;

b) final and estimated annual budgets;

c) the cost of annual membership fees and the deadline by which they shall be paid;
d) extraordinary administrative acts;

e) the admission and exclusion of members;

f) the internal regulations which will be drawn up by the Board

The extraordinary Members’ Assembly shall decide on:

a) changes to the constitution;

b) the dissolution, merger and demerger of FID;

The Members’ Assembly shall be convened by the President:

a) ordinarily twice a year and 15 days before each assembly of the European Disability Forum;

b) extraordinarily when he/she considers it to be appropriate or when it has been requested by at least a quarter of the members or by the Board.
The Members’ Assembly shall be convened, even in different premises from the head office, 15 days prior to the arranged date, by written notice containing the day, time, place of the meeting and the list of matters to be dealt with; in case of justified urgency the given period shall be reduced to 7 (seven) days.

In compliance with needs of a democratic nature, each member organization, federation or association has the right to one vote in the Members’ Assembly. The vote shall be expressed by the Legal Representative of the Organization or by its delegate. A proxy must be given in writing and delivered/handed over to the President before the opening of the meeting.

The Members’ Ordinary Assembly shall be valid on the first convocation date if the majority of members are present, and on the second convocation date regardless of the number of members present.

Members’ Ordinary Assembly decisions shall require the approval of the majority of those present.

The Extraordinary Assembly shall approve decisions with at least 2/3 (two thirds) of members and, in the case of resolutions on mergers, terminations, demergers, with the favorable vote of ¾ (three quarters)  of members.
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Article 8

The Board

The Board:
a) shall be made up of a minimum number of ten to a maximum of eighteen members. The majority of members elected shall be made up of persons with disabilities or members of the families of persons with disabilities who are unable to represent themselves; proxies can be given in writing and delivered/handed over to the President before the opening of the meeting;
b) shall be made  equally of members belonging to the FAND and FISH federations ;
c) shall help the President and the Representative at the European Disability Forum in their duties and in liaising with all the member organizations, federations and associations;

d) shall elect, within itself, the Secretary, the Treasurer and Representative at the European Disability Forum and his/her substitute;
e) shall take decisions as regards ordinary and extraordinary administrative tasks, can delegate tasks to individual members and can decide to give a proxy to a third party for the carrying out of individual tasks or types of task;

f) shall implement decisions taken by the Members’ Assembly and if urgent shall adopt measures and decisions to be ratified by an urgently convened meeting of the Members’ Assembly;

g) shall prepare the proposed budget and final accounts (balance);

h) shall appoint delegates to the General Assembly of the European Disability Forum;

The Board shall be convened by the President for ordinary meetings every three months, with 15 (fifteen) days’ warning. It shall remain in office for four years. 
The Board is validly constituted with the presence of at least half its members and shall take decisions on the basis of a majority of those present.

Meeting sessions shall be chaired by the President or, in his/her absence, by the Vice-president.

The Secretary shall exercise administrative and accounting functions and assist the organs in carrying out their activities.

The Treasurer shall take care of the accounting and the management of the income and expenses and prepare, under the supervision of the secretary, the technical proposals for the preparation of the balance sheets.
Article 9
The President 

The President:

a) shall be entitled to chair the Members’ Assembly and Board meetings;

b) shall be the legal representative of FID; in case of impediment the Vice-president shall take over the position;

c) shall coordinate work and guarantee the implementation of decisions taken by the Members’ Assembly and the Board;

d) shall remain in office for four years and shall only be re-eligible once consecutively.

Article 10
The Representative at the European Disability Forum and his/her substitute

The Representative at the European Disability Forum, or his/her substitute:

a) shall represent FID at the European Disability Forum and all European and international bodies which can influence policies connected with disability, and shall present and promote practices in Italian policies in the area of disability which respect human rights, as decided on by the Members’ Assembly.

b) shall report in writing to the President, the Board, the Members’ Assembly and member organizations, federations and associations on matters discussed and the outcomes of sessions held by European and international bodies.

c) shall be a disabled person or a member of the family of a disabled person who is unable to represent him/herself.

Article 11
The Guarantors’ Committee

The Guarantors’ Committee, composed of three regular members plus two substitutes, shall be elected every four years by the Members’ Assembly at the same time as the elections for the other organs and a Chair shall be appointed.

It shall be composed of persons who have held prestigious national positions in social interest organizations and have a spotless reputation. Should the candidate for the position of Guarantor hold other positions in a social interest organization, he/she shall opt for one position or the other at the time of election, since the position of Guarantor is incompatible with any other organization position.

The Guarantors’ Committee:

a) shall settle disputes between the organization’s organs, between members and the organization’s organs, or between members, on matters that regard the life of FID; it shall take decisions "ex bono et aequo", without any formal procedures;
b) shall monitor the fairness and appropriateness of members’ behaviour and of those individuals who hold positions within the organization, as regards the law, the Constitution, the regulations enforced by the Board, and the Code of Conduct;

c) shall verify the requirements for access to positions within the organization by making arrangements for the admission or non-admission of candidates through the enforcement of the electoral regulations mentioned above;

d) shall take care of urgent suspension orders, as the responsible guaranteeing body, for those who have positions within the organization who have been convicted of an offence but will lodge an appeal, or those who find themselves in a situation in which there is a great conflict of interest with FID. It shall submit its subsequent opinion to the Board, which has the duty to see to the withdrawal of the position;

e) shall inform the Board in cases of acts carried out which conflict with the aims of the association and of defamation of FID by a member who is greatly prejudicial to the interests of the organization so that it can demand the possible expulsion of the member by following the procedure in article 15 (fifteen) below;

f) shall give its opinions to the Members’ Assembly and the Board on all matters that are submitted to it.
Article 12
Gratuitousness of office

Those elected to Organs of the Italian Disability Forum shall cover the relevant position free of charge, and only expenses incurred for the performance of their functions can be reimbursed upon presentation of suitable supporting documentation, as required by the specific regulation approved by the Board.
Article 13
FID membership procedure

Federations, organizations and associations which wish to be a part of FID must apply in writing to the President.

The following documents should be attached to the application:

a) copy of the constitution and memorandum of association, stipulated by notarial deed or registered private act;

b) a report and all other appropriate documentation which can demonstrate its activity carried out over the past 5 (five) years;

c) a declaration by the Legal Representative which certifies the possession of the requisites mentioned in article 3.

Within 30 (thirty) days after receipt of the application, the President shall inform the applicant organization, federation or association of the date of the Members’ Assembly which shall decide whether to accept or refuse with good reason the application; within 30 (thirty) days from that date the President shall inform the applicant organization, federation or association of the outcome of the Board decision.

Should the application be rejected, the applicant organization can appeal directly to the Guarantors’ Committee which shall take a decision on the appeal.

Article 14
Withdrawal – exclusion from FID
Without prejudice to the provisions laid down in the previous article, organizations, federations and associations which wish to leave FID shall notify the President in writing and resignation shall have immediate effect.

Any organization, federation or association which seriously violates the law or this constitution or acts in clear contrast to FID’s purpose or damages the interests of FID or its members, or does not respect financial obligations, can be excluded from the Federation by the Members’ Assembly, according to the procedures mentioned in article 15 (fifteen).

Any organization, federation or association which for any reason ceases to be a FID member cannot expect compensation of any kind. The applicable membership fee shall remain valid and payable until the end of the calendar year.

Article 15
Procedure for expulsion from FID
If an organization, federation or association has not paid its membership fee for two years without providing a plausible explanation, the Board, having acknowledged their justifications, shall transmit the documents to the Member's Assembly which shall decide on the expulsion of such an organization.

The proposal for expulsion, duly justified, shall be sent by registered mail to the organization, federation or association in question, giving it a deadline of 30 days to send its defence.

The President shall present the Board’s decision and the defence, if any, of the interested organization, federation or association to the Members’ Assembly which shall take a decision on the expulsion. The Members’ Assembly shall take its decision in accordance with the constitution and give reasons for the expulsion. The expelled organization, federation or association shall receive a copy of the minutes of the meeting or a written declaration on the reasons for the decision.

From the day the Members’ Assembly approves the expulsion, the expelled organization, federation or association shall lose all its membership rights of FID.

The annual membership fee for the year in which the expulsion decision was taken shall remain valid in its entirety. The expelled organization, federation or association shall remain bound to pay all sums in favour of FID which have matured up to the time of its expulsion.

An expelled member can appeal against the expulsion to the Guarantors’ Committee.

Article 16
Devolution of assets
In case of dissolution, the Assembly shall arrange for the appointment of at least one liquidator and shall decide on the devolution of assets to FAND and FISH in proportion to the shares of the associations federated to them.
Article 17

Symbol of the Federation
The Federation’s logo is “FID – Forum Italiano sulla Disabilità”. Its management is entrusted to the powers of the Board.
Article 18
Definitive regulations
For any matter not specifically covered by this Constitution, reference shall be made to regulations in the Civil Code and to special laws on the subject.
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